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Developlng Critical Literacy through Novel for EFL Students at Sudanese
Universities
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Abstract
Study aims to find out the Problems that made EFL learners do not understand the
Novels. Investigates the effect of teaching novels in developing critical literacy.
The study adopt the decretive analytical method, the questionnaire was used to
collected data from (40) EFL teachers. There many important results of the study.
Literature enhancing EFL learners skills at university level. Novel developing EFL
learners Critical Literacy. Novel can be used as a source of learning English
language. The researcher recommends the following : Syllabus designers should
provide a wider space for teaching novel with emphasis to provide enough
activities. Students should be encouraged to enrich their critical literacy by reading
novels.
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Background
The teaching of novels in the EFL classroom requires strategies and approaches

which can account for the distinctive features of long fiction.
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Moreover, in EEL learning situations, the instructor needs to take into

consideration that the students are non-native speakers of English. Thus, the study
of novels may involve an approach to text as linguistic resources as well as cultural
artefacts. Theoretically, a novel is a literary genre which consists of three
interrelated components: the story, the language, and the style of presentation.
Thus, initially, the teaching of novels should be concerned with enabling students
to experience novels, and later enable them to describe and eventually account for
the experience by making critical comments.

An efficient novel reading experience will reveal indicative clues to the discovery
of the theme, characterization, symbolism, and relevant features of long fiction.
The researcher aims to propose a variety of strategies to make the teaching of the
novel enjoyable and an academically enriching experience. These strategies
include the design and implementation of motivation building techniques which
facilitate overall comprehension, interpretation, and cultural orientation. These
techniques can also be devised in a manner to train the students to read for
meaning rather than details at the first stage, and later provide the students with
auxiliary assistance such as glossaries and lists of definition of literary terms. Other
significant factors which can make novel reading a rewarding and enjoyable
experience in the classroom concern suitable text selection, allocation of sufficient
time for the reading of novels, and finally preparing students for a total intellectual
and emotional involvement in the literary experience of novel reading. In addition,
the teaching of novels can also serve as a tool to familiarize students with the
diversity of cultural presentations.

1 Statement of the Problem
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The researcher as a teacher of secondary level observed that many EFL learners

In Sudanese Secondary school face difficulties in reading comprehension. They
cannot understand what they have read, from the books these difficulties are
caused by many factors such as poor vocabulary, they have some problems in the
pronunciation of the new words that they cannot pronounce them well accurately.
1.2 Objectives of the Study

This study aims to:

1. find out the Problems that made EFL learners do not understand the Novel.

2. investigates the effect of teaching novels in improving EFL skills.

3. encourage teachers to use suitable techniques for teaching EFL skills.

1.3 Questions of the Study

This study will attempt to seek answers to the questions below:

1.To what extent are EFL learners able to understand novel?

2. How can reading novel an effect in improving EFL skills?

3.what are the suitable techniques for teaching EFL skills?

1.4Hypotheses of the Study

The study hypothesize that:

. EFL learners are not able to understand novel text due to poor vocabulary.

2. Teaching novel has strong effect in improving EFL skills.

3. There are suitable techniques for teaching EFL skills.

1.5 Significance of the Study

This study will be beefiest to be in the benefit learners, teachers and syllabus
designer.

1.6 Methodology of the Study
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The researcher will follow the descriptive analytical method a questionnaire will

be used to collect data from (40) teachers will be chosen randomly to respond to
the questionnaire, then it will be analyzed statistically by (SPSS) program.

1.7 Limits of the Study

This study is delimited to (5The Effect of Teaching Novels in Improving EFL
Skills) University Level, Gezira State Universities, Sudan(2019)

1.8 Definition of the Terms

EFL: English as the foreign language

SPSS: Statistical pack for social Science .

ELT: English Language Teaching

ESOL.:

2/ Literature Review
1. Literature in the Language Classroom
Many writers have commented on the changing attitudes to the inclusion of

literature in an ESOL language context. A convenient summary is offered by
Durant (1993:158-160).

, In part a reaction against the earlier view that regarded

the study of literature as the principal justification for learning a

language. Strevens (1977:60), describing then current British

ELT practice, makes this clear when he argues that ‘over the past

twenty-five years the strength of this justification has

evaporated; nowadays a much stronger justification for learning

English is provided by the evident usefulness of having a

practical, communicative command of the language’.

Yet, in spite of the distinguishes between three phases. In the first

Expanding Students' Language Awareness Literature helps students to become
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more sensitive about the features of English language, because literary language is

different forms of discourse, so literature breaks the more usual usage of syntax,
collocation and cohesion. It has been argued that asking students to use the literary
language will encourage them to think about the norms of the language use. To
understand the stylistic effect of a literary text, students will need to be aware of
how they differ from more common usage.

Developing Students' Interpretative abilities Study new  form of
language helps students form hypotheses. This helps them to know how far a
grammatical rule can be generalized or what is implied behind the literal meaning.
It has been argued that literature is a good source for developing students' abilities
to infer meaning and to make interpretations. Carter (1985:9) and Tomlinson
(1985:9) in two articles in the EFL Gazette, under the shared heading of ‘Language
through literature and literature through language’ The phrase suggests two
contrasting pedagogical foci (‘language’ and ‘literature’) and the vehicle through
which they might be presented to the learner (‘literature’ and ‘language’). The
symmetrical reversal of the elements on either side of the conjunction neatly
encapsulates the mutual benefits of integration. Their catch-phrase has been taken
up in numerous subsequent studies (for example, Bassnett and Grundy 1993;
Simpson 1997; Butler 2002a) and will also be used as a means of categorization in
this study.
2.Teaching English through Literature

The relationship between Literature and English Language Teaching has
been a complex process throughout all these years. There have been moments of
unfortunate separation and attempted reconciliations skillfully planned (Carter,
1988, 1988; Carter, 1989; Lazar, 1993; Cook, 1994; Short, 1996) which seem to
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foretell they will live happily for a while. Yet, one should not be oblivious of the

years they have been through under the scrutiny of contemporary scholars and
have a general picture of this relationship (Parkinson and Reid Thomas, 2000;
Hall, 2005; Carter and Stockwell, 2008; Paran, 2008). However, all the
controversies and different stances taken by linguists, literary critics and
practitioners have not been able to hide the reasons for incorporating Literature
into the English Language classroom.
2.1 Cultural Value

Stories have been of central importance to the human race ever since it
began, as far as we can tell. Cultures are built on stories—histories, myths and
legends, fables, religions, and so on. If students are to understand and participate in
the culture to which they belong, they must first learn about the stories that culture
has been built around. And while books aren’t the only kinds of stories out there,
they are one of the most important. Brumfit and Benton (1993).Take the Bible, for
instance. Despite concerns about religion in schools, it is commonly taught in some
form or another because it has so heavily influenced our culture. References and
allusions to biblical stories are all around us, so not knowing those stories puts you
at a disadvantage. The same goes for Shakespeare’s dramas, and for the novels of
early American writers. Current books and movies, among other works, often
reference older texts. Without a working knowledge of those older texts, you can’t
understand the new ones as fully as possible.
2.2 Expanding Horizons

Everyone has a tendency to get so caught up in their own lives that they
forget what’s going on in the world around them. Children and teens are

particularly prone to this. It’s a goal of education to expose them to ideas from
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other cultures, to teach them about the histories and peoples of other times and

places. Brumfit and Benton (1993) Literature is an ideal way to do
this. Huckleberry Finn, for example, puts students into the mind of a boy living in
the south in the 1800s, letting them experience his life firsthand. Through this
experience they learn what it was like to live in that time period, how the people
talked and thought and acted. The same goes for books about other countries,
which teach students what life is like in other parts of the world. It’s more
engaging to read a novel about another time or place than to learn about it in a
lecture or from a textbook. The Diary of Ann Frank is a great example of this
effect, since it exposes students American students to both a country and time
period not their own (and most likely a nationality and religion as well).
2.3 Building Vocabulary
Having a large and wide-ranging vocabulary is essential for a number of
reasons. It helps with both writing and reading abilities, of course, but it also
allows for more complex discourse. The larger your vocabulary is, the more in
depth and thoughtful discussions you can have on important topics and issues, both
in and outside of the classroom. When people speak they tend to use a fairly
limited vocabulary, so the best way to become exposed to new words is to read.

And reading literature is a great way to build and enhance vocabulary. Due

to the descriptive nature of a story, any novel will include plenty of words students
have likely never seen or heard before. They’ll see those words in context, learning
their meanings passively rather than having to drill. And because they’re reading a
story and not drilling, they probably won’t even realize they are building their
vocabulary (hence they won’t be able to complain about it).

2.4 Improving Writing Skills
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Writing skills can be taught, to some extent. But the number one way to

become a better writer is to read often. When you read you well be immersed in
language, in the way it sounds and feels when put together in the right ways.
Students who are encouraged to read have a more intimate knowledge of the ways
in which language works, and so have an advantage when it comes time for them
to write. This effect can even be made transparent by encouraging students to try
writing in a particular book or author's style. Many older works of literature are
still taught primarily because of their authors’ way with language.

3. Classroom Techniques and Procedures

In order to have a communicative approach to teaching literature, it is better to
divide the procedures into three phases Brumfit and Benton (1993:102)

a. Pre-task

b.. During-task

. Post-task

-Pre-task

- Schema Building

A. Brainstorming

a. Contextualization of the task (through pictures, regalia, questions and answers)
b. lllustration of the context

c. Introduction of some of the key vocabulary items ( through matching, predicting
and guessing)

B. Group Scaffolding

C. Performing a similar task chorally

2. Authentic Listening Exposure

A. Exposure to pertinent songs
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B. Listening to the relevant story

I1. During-task

1. Task Performance

A. Skimming and Scanning the text

B. Discrimination (distinguishing between the main idea and supporting
information; distinguishing between different characters' points of view).

C. Identifying ( point of view, character, and setting).

D. Taking notes (jotting down the significant information in a text in your own
words).

E. Predicting (predicting what may happen in the story in case of dilemmas, and
suspense's)

F. Differencing (using what you already know to understand something new better)
G. Analysis (analyzing the stories in terms of plot, conflict, style and its purpose,
and theme)

H. Action

a. Role-playing

b. Simulation

c. Characterization

d. Dramatization

I. Summarizing (it could be done in terms of students' recapitulation of what has
happened in the story)

J. Evaluating

I11. Post-task

1. Repetition of the Task

2. Reflection on the Task Achievement
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A. Personalizing (relating the stories to their own personal lives)

B. Self- evaluation of attainment
3. Follow-ups
A. Pair and group rehearsal.
4. Teaching Novels To Improve EFL Skills
The teaching of novels in the literature classroom requires strategies and
approaches which can account for the distinctive features of long fiction.
Moreover, in EEL learning situations, the instructor needs to take into
consideration that the students are non-native speakers of English. Thus, the study
of novels may involve an approach to texts as linguistic resources as well as
cultural artifacts. Theoretically, a novel is a literary genre which consists of three
interrelated components: the story, the language, and the style of presentation.
Thus, initially, the teaching of
novels should be concerned with enabling students to experience novels, and later
to enable them to describe and eventually account for the experience by making
critical comments. The teaching of novels is a very rewarding experience because
as a distinct literary genre, the novel does not over-simplify the complexities of life
and emotions and can thus engage the intellectual capacity of mature students
whose linguistic ability is almost equal to their intellectual aspirations. The
rationale for the integration of language and literature has aptly been emphasized
by Elliot (1990:134). Firstly, he believes that:

"Students who are mature language users need material of a

high motivational value in order to make significant progress.

They need to develop a feeling for the language as something

living which they are able to use, if they wish, to express their
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own thoughts and feelings. The second assumption is that

literature provides students with an incomparably rich source of

authentic material over a wide range of registers; students can

gain access to this material by developing literary competence

and then they should effectively internalize the language

eventually".
The teaching of the novel, however, requires a very delicate and calculated
approach because the following pressing issues should be carefully investigated:
1. The considerable length of many novels and the students’ way of coping with it
2. The complexity and volume of unfamiliar vocabulary in the novels
3. The design of a stage by stage procedure of tasks and activities to use with
novels.
An efficient novel reading experience will reveal indicative clues to the discovery
of the theme, characterization, symbolism, and relevant features of long fiction.
The researcher aims to propose a variety of strategies to make the teaching of the
novel enjoyable and an academically enriching experience. These strategies
include the design and implementation of motivation building techniques which
facilitate overall comprehension, interpretation, and cultural orientation. These
techniques can also be devised in a manner to train the students to read for
meaning rather than details at the first stage, and later provide the students with
auxiliary assistance such as glossaries and lists of definition of literary terms. Other
significant factors which can make novel reading a rewarding and enjoyable
experience in the classroom concern suitable text selection, allocation of sufficient
time for the reading of novels, and finally preparing students for a total intellectual

and emotional involvement in the literary experience of novel reading.
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In addltlon the teaching of novels can also serve as a tool to familiarize students

with the diversity of cultural presentations. The above mentioned objectives can be
achieved by the implement of effective strategies designed for in-class and out of
class activities. These strategies can be further categorized as pre-reading, while-
reading, and post-reading activities. One important factor in this regard is the issue
of text selection. As Gillian Lazar (1990:206) has proposed, "the text should be
sufficiently challenging without being so difficult as to be demotivating... . should
also be within the students' grasp, in terms of their linguistic, intellectual, and
emotional capacities” (P. 206). Once the appropriate text, based on the linguistic
level of complexity, modernity, appeal, has been chosen by the teacher, taking into
account the students' level of proficiency and interest, the mentioned strategies can
beimplemented.

5. In-Class And Out Of Class Strategies

1. Pre-reading activities, including pre-teaching vocabulary; preparing questions
relevant to the assigned text and thinking about major issues of the text. Willi Real
(2003) puts a lot emphasis on this stage, believing that it involves, "pre-teaching
for the sequence as a whole... . If you want to interpret any part of the novel, for
example the first chapter to begin with, you have to know the context of the whole.
This is true of thematic as well as of formal aspects, e.g. in interpreting examples
of foreshadowings". He further adds, pre-reading is also desirable from a didactic
point of view since, for example, this procedure makes it possible to use a large
variety of written tasks for homework (e.g. attempts at analysis), which calls for
additional activities by the students that could help to prepare the individual
lessons: therefore homework tasks do not only follow the individual lessons, they

also become an integral part of the next" and lastly "the students should be
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experienced readers in the foreign language, who should have practiced a lot of

extensive reading, for example in dealing with long stories, dramas, shorter novels
or full-length examples of fiction. In addition, in reading a novel on their own, the
pupils should be encouraged to read for gist, not for detail.

At this stage, various tasks can be suggested. One task can be pre-reading
vocabulary work. The teacher can make a list of relevant vocabulary items and
orally and in written forms, explain their denotative and connotative meanings.
This task will facilitate the comprehension process and can also be useful in the
introduction of the necessary cultural background and even initiate the issues of
theme. Another relevant activity can be preparing a brief cloze-type exercise to
enable the students to guess meaning from the context. In selecting vocabulary,
items which contain vital or emotional clues should be chosen. A useful
accompanying task can be preparing questions relevant to the text assigned. A
selective list of pre-reading questions and discussion topics can be given to the
students at this stage. This list can stimulate a motivated reading at home. It can
further aid the comprehension of the text. It will also serve to prepare the students'
capacity for developing independent literary critical skills. One important task at
this stage is to propose to the students to think about major issues of the text.
Instead of telling the students what there is in the text, the teacher can stimulate
their imaginative power by inviting them to contemplate on the related issues and
thematic significance.

These pre-reading tasks can well prepare the students for a guided comprehension
of the text. If time permits, it is advisable to encourage students to read the text at

least two times: once for comprehension and another time for literary interpretation
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and crltlcal analysis. Linda Gajduesk (1988: 238) summarizes the goals of at least

twice reading of the text as follows:

1. "the first time to gain an overall sense of the piece and enjoy the story, a second
time to look for answers to problems and questions prepared for them in
anticipation of the factual and analytical work

this is to follow™

2. While reading Activities, including encouraging students' participation in text
analysis; helping students discover significant features of the text; and providing
cultural background and orientation.

Helping students discover significant feature of the text (i.e. conflict, climax,
theme, etc.) is another important task suggested at this stage. While pre-reading
activities achieve the goal of focusing on essential background information and
vocabulary items, a factual in-class work

clarifies the essential details of the novel such as: who, where, when, what
(happens). This stage may lead to the analysis of the aspects of the literary text
such as structure, theme, and style and so on. It is important to allow the students
to discover significant events and aspects themselves. A relevant task at this point
is helping students with cultural background information. As a number of critics
have mentioned, the issue of cultural orientation is an important objective in
teaching literature:

Exploration of a literary text with readers from another culture is an exercise in
cultural activity, a response to the call for ‘cultural awareness' In the classroom,
literature encourages 'talking' Enright & McClosky, (1985:231) and active problem

solving; in generates purposeful , ‘'referential questions' "
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Stlmulatlng the students' interest in the story is another important task. One should

remember that the primary purpose of a literary text is not just to convey factual
information about the event of the novel, but to involve the reader in direct
experience. In addition, the objectives of any literature class should not focus only
on the comprehension and analysis of a particular text assigned for the class, but
also to equip the students' with the necessary skills and abilities to approach other
literary texts themselves effectively and enable them to interpret and appreciate
them independently.

3. Post-reading Activities, including helping students with relevant and applicable
critical interpretations; encouraging debates and discussions on major issues of the
text, i.e. point of view, characterization, plot and action.

A key task at this stage of experiencing a novel is helping students with relevant
and applicable critical interpretations. This task can lead the students towards more
mature critical analysis. According to Gajduesk (1988"224), "having established
the facts, students can now begin to

ask why and to develop their own attitude towards the characters, values and
situations of the story, in short to move beyond information to involvement and
experience ... " Encouraging debates and discussion on major issues of the text
can be initiated by focusing on the fundamental elements of the novel:

1. Point of view

2. Character and characterization

3. Setting

4. Plot and action.

3/ Data Analysis and Dissection

This section introduces the analysis and discussion of the data. The study included
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many respondents as shown in the following table.

Table (4.1) Meaning of new words was seen by students as the major obstacle
to comprehend new texts

Valid |Cumulative
Frequency |Percent| Percent Percent

Agree 34 85.0 85.0 85.0

to some 4 100 10.0 95.0
extent

Disagree 2 5.0 5.0 100.0

{ 407
. .

Agree to some extent Disagree

Total 40| 100.0 100.0
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Figure (4.1)
Table and fig (4.1) show the respondents who agree 85% that meaning of new
words was seen by students as the major obstacle to comprehend new texts 10%
are to some extent and those who disagree are (5%). According to the result 85%)
of the respondent agree with the claim.

Table (4.2) Students' reading problems are dominated by linguistic reading

problems
Valid |Cumulative
Frequency |Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 36 90.0 90.0 90.0
to some 4 100 10.0 100.0
extent
Total 40/ 100.0 100.0
2
Figure (4.2)
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Table and Fig (4.2) prove the respondents who agree are 90% and 10% to some
extent. According to the result the (90%) of the respondents disagree that students'

reading problems are dominated by linguistic reading problems.

Table (4.3) Lack of cultural knowledge made it difficult for students to
understand novel

Valid |Cumulative
Frequency | Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 35 87.5 87.5 87.5
to some extent 3 7.5 7.5 95.0
Disagree 2 5.0 5.0 100.0
Total 40, 100.0 100.0
E 404
Figure (4.3)

Table and fig (4.3) reveal the respondents who agree 87%, 7.5% to some extent
and who disagree are 5%. According to the result (87%) of the respondents agree
that lack of cultural knowledge made it difficult for students to understand novel.

Table (4.4) Lack of novel teaching strategies knowledge are a real problem
encountered EFL students
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Frequenc Valid |Cumulative
y Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 37 92.5 92.5 92.5
to some extent 3 7.5 7.5 100.0
Total 40, 100.0 100.0

100

80

607

Percent

40

20

T T
Agree to some extent

Figure (4.4)
Table and fig(4.4) display that the respondents who agree are 92.5% and 7.5% are
to some extent . According to the results (92.5%) of the respondent agree that lack

of novel teaching strategies knowledge are a real problem encountered EFL
students at secondary schools.

Table (4.5) literature enhancing EFL leaner's * Skills

Frequenc Valid |Cumulative
y Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 37 92.5 92.5 92.5
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to some 3 75 75 100.0
extent

Total 40| 100.0 100.0

&

T T
Agree to some extert

Figure (4.5)
Table and fig (4.5) reveals that the respondents who agree are 92.5% and 7.5% are
to some extent. According to the result (92.5%) of the respondent agree so, the

clime is accepted.

Table (4.6) English teachers taught their students some strategies that could

help them with reading novel

Frequenc Valid |Cumulative
y Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 34 85.0 85.0 85.0
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to some 6l 150 15.0 100.0
extent
Total 40| 100.0 100.0

i} 40

T T
Agree to some extent

Figure (4.7)

According to table and fig(4.6)85% of the respondents agree that English teachers
taught their students some strategies that could help them with reading %and 15%
of them are to some extent so, the statement is supported.

Table (4.7) Teachers use some reading strategies to help their students to
understand what they have read

Frequenc Valid |Cumulative
y Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 31 77.5 77.5 77.5
o some 5| 125 12,5 90.0
extent

28-1 ga (0l
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Disagree 4 10.0 10.0 100.0
Total 40| 100.0 100.0
5 40

209

2.50%

T T T
Agree to some extent Disagree

Figure (4.7)
From table and figure (4.7) 77.5% of the respondents are agree that teachers use

some reading strategies to help their students to understand what they have read ,

12.5% are to some extent and 10% of them disagree.

Table (4.8) The time given to teach novel in secondary school is not enough

Frequenc Valid | Cumulative
y Percent| Percent Percent
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Agree 32 80.0 80.0 80.0
to some 8 20.0 20.0 100.0
extent
Total 40/ 100.0 100.0
540—
Figure (4.8)

Table and fig(4.8) reveal that the respondents who agree are 85%, 20% to some
extent. According to the result the majority of the teachers (80%) agree that the
time given to teach novel in secondary school is not enough.

Table (4.9) Group work activities are suitable techniques for enhancing

learners language skills
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to some 6 150 15.0 97.5
extent
Disagree 1 2.5 2.5 100.0
Total 40/ 100.0 100.0
0 | .| . Q.SID%I ]
Figure (4.9)

From the table and figure (4.9) teachers who agree are (82.5%), 15% to some
extent and 2.5% are disagree that group work activities are suitable techniques for
enhancing learners language skills. So, the statement is supported.

Table (4.12) EFL learners have problems in understand the reading novel due
to poor vocabulary

Valid |Cumulative
Frequency |Percent| Percent Percent
Agree 35 87.5 87.5 87.5
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to some 5| 125 12.5 100.0
extent
Total 40| 100.0 100.0
. |
Figure (4.12)

Table and figure (4.12) prove the respondents who agree are 87%, 12.5% to some
extent that EFL learners have problems in understanding novel due to poor
vocabulary. According to the result (87%) of the respondents agreed with the
claim.

4/ Conclusion

An important objective in every literature class is to encourage the students to
discover the subtlety and multiplicity of ideas and meanings of the literary texts.
Furthermore, the teacher should attempt to involve the students in the relevant

communication concerning the significant
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Issues of the text., a novel class can become a delightful, and at the same time, an

instructive session, improving students linguistic proficiency and literary
competence. Besides, there can be introduced ten useful tips to complete teaching
literature more realistic and meaningful.

Findings

The most important findings of the study are:

1.The teacher's role in a novel class is a facilitator who guides the students as they
draw inferences and form critical views and approaches. 2.The key to teaching
literature is to make students enjoy, understand and appreciate the literary text.

3. A novel class can become a delightful, and at the same time, an instructive
session, improving students linguistic proficiency and literary competence.

4. Literature enhancing EFL learners skills at secondary schools.

5. There are many different ways of teaching and learning novel strategies that
promote learning in a wide variety of steps.

6. Novel enhancing EFL learners Critical Literacy at secondary schools

7. Novel enhancing EFL learners Critical Literacy at university level.

8. Only through the systematic exploration of such questions will it eventually be
possible to improve the quality of teaching literature information that language
assessment provide.

Recommendation

Base on the findings the study recommend the following:

1. Create a literature classroom that enhances learning meaningfully with friendly
framework of attitudes and values.

2. Students should be encouraged to enrich their critical literacy by reading novel.
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4.You should teach in friendly way and introduce and explains new vocabulary in

context before students use it formally in text.

The teachers should also try to put their emphasis on

the definition as well as key words which are related to the literature.

5. The multisensory teaching technology relates to the different usages and
applications of many different ways of teaching and learning novel strategies that
promote learning in a wide variety of steps.

6. At this point, teachers should encourage students to participate in labs, do
projects field

Studies, role play, and perform demonstrations and simulations.

7. Use clear, simple and well organized visual references and teaching aids, if they
are available, such as maps, charts, and diagrams.

if it is possible, use computer.

8. Syllabus designers should provide a wider space for teaching novel with
emphasis to provide enough activities.

9. Give special attention to recognize information and skills that are practiced to
the point of automaticity as well as fluency with frequent regular assignments to
practice these skills.
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The Force Schema in S.T. Coleridge's ( Kubla Khan) : A Cognitive —
Perspective Study .

Asst. L: Jamal Kamil Hamad .
Dr. Lubab Alteib Ab.Al muskasfi .
Abstract:

The developments in linguistic studies are contributed to the enrichment of all
sciences, especially those related to mental or cognition study. An image schema is
allowing for as an energetic form of readers perceptual border and mechanical
drivers that shows stability and arrangement to people's skill .This mental
possessions shows a great role in enabling the associates of community to be
dynamic / quiet speakers / hearers participants in everyday life locations . A
practical part is unified in this study to analyze selected the poem ( Kubla Khan )
from romantic poetry to explain how it works . The study has been aimed to
understand image schemata in cognitive linguistics generally , To make useful
analysis in S.T. Coleridge's ( Kubla Khan ) by using some models . The reason
why this study employs this poem. The study has been recommended to make
more useful analysis in many literature fields by using image schemata. It usually
recommends to read and form a new models to help the readers for understanding
the subject . The study includes five chapters that precedes by an abstract . Chapter
one refers to introduction. Chapter two shows theoretical background of image
schema (Force ) . Chapter three has been methodology and procedure. Chapter
four makes an analysis numbers of definitions , forms and type in Coleridge's poet
. How the Force schema is structured , created and then worked linguistically to
analyze Force schema in Coleridge's poem. Chapter five refers conclusions |,
findings and recommendations .

Key words : Image Schema , Cognitive linguistic , Semantics approach , Force.

( The researcher does not follow the requisites of publication in the journal in both
(abstract + sequence system of writing the research paper)
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1. Background:

The current study has covered some necessary information about image
schemata in cognitive poetic linguistic study as a theoretical section . So, the study
shows three main components ( Cognitive theory , Image schemata ). The
researcher has cleared in an accurate style some roles to understand this subject.
Throughout , the study has contained ( Cognitive theory , The history of image
schemata , image schemata in linguistic form , image schemata definitions , Force
schema and models ) as a primary part in this study . All the study has investigated
conceptual image schema both in semantic (literary) and normal languages , little
consideration has been paid to analysis in linguistic component . This article tends
to study the concept of force schema has related with S.T. Coleridge's ( Kubla
Khan) .

In the next pages , we will have an overview of the cognitive linguistics as
theoretical framework and how it works . The first part consists of some image
schema definitions , the force schema , the place of image schema in semantic
approach , the concept of force schema , methodology and make useful analysis for
this verse by using image schema. It is an attempt to investigate how schema is
processed .
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1.1. Statement of the Problem :

Former research has not been dealt with image schemata suitably. A few
studies have been directed on the cognitive poetic linguistic study. Hence, being
interested in Image Schemata, the researcher aims to find out an accurate models to
analysis (S.T. Coleridge 's™ Kubla Khan ** ) . The major problem of this study
shows that how can the researcher make a useful model to understand image
schemata in this English romantics poet.

1.2. Objectives of The Study :
The most important objectives can be summarized as:
1. To understand image schemata and cognitive linguistics ?

2. To give the readers some information about cognitive linguistics in general
and image schemata in particular.

3. To explore image schemata in ( S.T .Coleridge's poem ) .
1.4. Questions of The Study :

1. What are the requirements to understand image schemata and cognitive
linguistics?

2. What are image schemata in (S.T. Coleridge's poems) ?
1.5. Methodology of the Study

The study will adopt to analyze the image schemata and metaphors in
linguistic critical methods to conduct the study . S. T . Coleridge's poems will be
studied carefully, then find out the details to use image schemata in this poet.

1.6. Significance of the Study:

The current study is valued to advantage readers and lecturers who are
concerned with cognitive linguistics in general and image schemata in particular .
The study is trusted to be useful to program designers and those who are worried
with image schemata and metaphors.
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1.7. Limits of The Study :

20,

The study is limited to show image schemata in T.S. Eliot's ( Kubla Khan) :
The study will be carried out in the year (2018 — 2021) .

Chapter Two: Theoretical Background:
2.1.The Image Schema ( Force ) in Semantic Approach:

Saeed (2009 : 366) refers that an image schemas are important form of
theoretical structure on the cognitive semantic literature . The basic idea is that the
result of physical experience of in the world of perceiving the environment |,
moving our bodies , exerting and experiencing force , etc. , we form basic
conceptual structures which then we use to organize a cross arrange of more
abstract . Mandler ( 1992: 220-222 ) says that an image schema is a cognitive
framework or concept that helps organize and interpret information . This
statement , in a way or another takes into arranged that schema is mental property
Stott ( 2007 : 2 ) states that, in the some tone , a schema is a hypothetical
psychological structure for instead of framework or plan or handwriting .

Pecher and zwaan ( 2005 , 1-8 ) have declared fifty years of explore in
cognitive science that have completed the study of cognition . It is originally for a
scientific sensitive of human manners. A rising number of researchers in this field
are supporting that mental process such as identification, opinion and
understanding language are based on the physical interactions that people have
their environment,

Conventionally, Cognitive theories show that the sense of impression consists
of the relation between the abstract symbol and the theoretical symbols for other
notions or for semantic features. However , this idea has elementary issues , as has
been established in an creasing number of roles to the literature.

Generally , there are four sources to inflict for conducting cognitive theory as
follow:

1. An inadequate learner knowledge locate that is not rewarded by
offered instructional direction , thus forcing beginners to look for
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resolution ladder using casual procedures ( instead of sincerely
wisdom solution procedures from education ).

To expand a presented thought stand with supplied instructional
assistance , both intended at the same cognitive activities , so requiring
learners to start co-references between representations of the equal
information ( listened of using cognitive income onto make new
representation).

An extreme step — size of transform of knowledge support required by
the educational cycle of learning farm duties that introduces too
numerous new fundamentals of information into running memory to
be integrated into long- term remembrance structures .

divided ( in hole and / or moment ) associated instructions that involve
learners to make wide search — and — match method.

Mayer, (2002 , 1004 -9 ) asserts that the concept of cognitive theory entry the
science that refers to internal cognitive events. The table shows this fact as follows:

pictures

selecting
} Images organizin Pictorial
Images images model ‘

former
Knowledge

v

Performance

Words

Verbal

Selectin?

organizing

model

Words

Mayer's figure (2.1) Cognitive Theory and Literature.

Presently work on schemas was instigated F.Bartlett (1932) , who was

disturbed in the function that prior information played in the explanation and
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memory for legends. His work significantly conflicted the viewpoint of
behaviorism by underlining the role internalized symbols in the control of manners
and thought. In one set studies, contestants were told a Native American Folktale
that incorporated a number of strange cultural element . On succeeding occasions,
participants were brought reverse to the lab and asked to repeat the story.
Eventually, participants' relation of the story drifted in methodical ways, including
the exception of information that did not create sense to them and the
reinterpretation of confident facts in order to competition their own cultural
settings.

Schemas directly lead our understanding of original events and are this,
extremely related to STERO TYPES and writings. Regard as the following letter.

It can be tough work going downstairs, but luckily the facilities make it a great
deal easier going up. Remain them pointed upwards, and be only the take care
others who are having difficulty , and observe out for the limits ! ( Schank and
Abelson 1977) .

J . Bransford and M.K Johnson ( 1972 ) have explained how confusing
messages or courses similar to this one are the first difficult to understand ;
however , when origin about the suitable schema to concern ( snow skinning ) are
provided , the information creates more sense and is easier to remember .

The term of Schema refers to plural figure ( Schemata , or sometimes Schemas
) is chiefly used in cognitive psychology and the cognitive science regularly to
build " Psychological creates that are highlighted to account for the molar standard
knowledge " . ( Brewer, 1999).

Stott, ( 2007 , 2- 5) works , in the same level , that schema is supposed
mental structure for instead of framework or plan script.

Cherry , (2013, 3-6 ), in her essay , refers to the schemata can be useful ,
the readers , learners , and listeners permit us to take short cuts understanding the
vast quantity of information that is a apposite in our location .However , these
intellectual power structures also basis us to reject relevant information to center
only on things that corroborate our per- exiting supposes and ideas .Now , Cherry
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joins W|th Carrel ( 1983 , 4- 6 ) in the thought that image schema can supply
stereotypes and mark it hard to bound new information that does not confirm to our
established ideas about the world .

Evans and Green ( 2006 , 186 ) declare that the image schemas are not images .
Images are naturally different from Image — schemas because they contain many
details dealing with their own shapes and colors . Mental images are the effect of
conscious cognitive procedure which needs recalling visual memory . Any person
can lock eyes , but can imagine the face or design any creatures ( inmate or
inanimate ) , but he cannot carry into understanding. " Image Schemas are covered
' deeper ' within cognitive system [ ... | and such are not obtainable to conscious
introspection ". The learners , listeners , readers and translators are need more
abstract to understand form of schemata supporting with group of examples . In
other sense of that , term image — schemas are schematic account of images. ( Croft
& Cruse 2004 )

Let's examine the following sentence :
- " The Kung Fu team destroyed the cinder block "

The sentence does not visibly tell us what the tool the kung fu team used for
contravention the block . Our schema the word " Kung Fu " is associated with our
schema for " destroy " ( high energy , huge force ... etc ) , direct the readers ,
listeners to dream with instrument for breaking the block the team's own foot |,
head and hand .

RaskMahand , ( 2010 , 42 — 46 ) introduces the following characteristics for
image schemata:

1. Image schemata are cooperative . That is, they are effected of physical message
with the world . This can be established in image schema of " Power " because
our knowledge of this article is the result of our interaction with world .

2. Image schemata have not so unsophisticated form and can include complex
structure . For pattern in image schema of memory . this word can submit to three
works of Path , Departure , and destination. This difficulty helps to buddy

sketching be done indifferent ways.
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3. Image schemata are do not the same as brainpower images , image schemata are
restrained an abstract . They are positioned in creature sympathetic and theoretical
system intensely as a whole.

4. Image schemata exclude meaning basically since they are effected of objective
thoughtful.

Maurer , (1985, 173 ) , to fix with Carrel , had showed that if the someone
had been in thoughts a " fixed image of a bird " , the writer would not bright to
decide this animals as constituent of the different categories . Instead of one ™
Fixed image ". The examiner urbanized schemata in the figure of designed
comprehension organizational that permitted him to competition give things with
those schemata , and thus , recognize the as going or not to give classes .

Moreover, Sims and Lorenzi (1992, 118- 120) suggest that , Schemata have
structured knowledge about bound domains and show both of the dispensation of
new information . they can be analysis as structured opportunities about people ,
situations , and dealings . Sims and Lorenzi lay two types of information handing
out :

1. Data — driven or inspiration — ambitious processing accurse when no schema
subsist from which to method information.

2. Schema — driven processing accurse when an personality responds to
motivation by suggesting a programmed feedback behavior handwriting .

According to section (1) as a hypothetical background. Image schemata in
linguistics factor contains various types , though one linguist shows nearly
different terminology which is having the same interior of meaning . Begin with
Saeed ( 2009 , 367 — 369 ) who illustrates three main types and with three sub —
forms . Schemata are described by the following table (3) .
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Schema
Containment Path Force
Compulsion Blockage Removal

Figure ( 2 - 2) Saeed's view for Image Schemata Ty/pes.

Supple mentally , Croft and Cruse ( 2004 , 44 — 46 ) refer to the following
types of schemas :

1. Space : Up — down, left —right , near — far , contact , front — back, center —
periphery .

2. Scale : Path .

Containment : In — out , Full — empty , Surface , Content .

4. Force : Balance , Counterforce , Compulsion , Restraint , Enablement ,
Blockage , Diversion , Attraction .

5. Unity / Multiplicity : Merging , Splitting , Collection , Iteration , Part —
whole , Mass — count , Link .

6. Identity : Matching , Superimposition .

7. Existence : Removal — bounded , Cycle , Space , Object, Process.

w

On the other side , Mandler , ( 1992 , 592 — 597 ) emphasizes that declaring a
list of schema types . The writer has separated these types into three kinds as
follows:

1. A - Containment/ Container ,
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Path / Source — Path — goal .
Part / Whole .
Center / Periphery.
Balance .

B — Force.
Enablement .
Blockage .

2. A—Contact .
Scale .
Near — Far .
Full — Empty .
Process .
Cycle .
Iteration .
Merging .
Matching .
Counter Force .
Attraction .
Restraint .
Removal .
Superimposition .
Diversion .
Object .
Collection .
Mass - Count .

B — Up — Down / Front — Back .

3. A—Inanimate .
Animate .
Self — Motion .
Caused Motion .
Locomotion .

B — Expansion .
Straight .
Resistance .
Left — Right .
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It is having a worth of naught that, these types have recommended by Mandler
, Who is invented to obscure and extensive. They are suitable to be prepared for
any method of analysis .

So , the Force schema has contained some types :

Though systematic in nature , the account of force in physics are general fine
reflected in the tables instead of situations involving force. In easy terms , such
situations are represented as design of objects and vectors (( arrows representing
motion — velocity and direction )) . Those contemplation will also be applied in our
arrangement of various dynamic ( force ) schemata in which , in consonance with
one of chief study , objects play an vital , indispensible role . For example, the
writer illustrates to DIVERSION is a distinction of COUNTERFORCE ( Johnson
1987 , 44 — 46 ). So , all variation phase of FORCE schema can be included under
titte COUNTERFORCE as Newton's third law that " Every action , there is
identical and reverse reaction " . The writer do not plan to restructuring FORCE
image schemata in word of physics . Human cognitive has the ability to work in
different way, according to influent internal and external phenomenon Yet,
Newton's laws can be used as an abstract to express certain criterion of image
schemata . It consists of ( DIVERSION , BLOCKAGE and BALANCE ) are
dissimilarities of COUNTERFORCE . In addition , the critic states that , to present
REPLUSION ( Push , Shave ) as schema contrary to ATTRACTION , while a pair
of contrasts : APPROXIMATION ( approach , come ) RECSSION ( with draw ,
recede ) . Another types of image schemata will be argued by Johnson ( 1987 ) as
ENABLEMENT and ABILITY . The next kind shows " Feeling the Power " or "
having the ability " by using broken lines arrow represent pure force .

v

Figure (2 —3) ABILITY image schema.
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The approprlate point here is that ' pure force ' does not subsist without an object
having the possible energy to act . By using ENABLEMENT schema , the writer
shows " the group of " Complex Image Schemata ™ to build up from the
fundamental ones from side to side process of mixture , and future amplification or
condition ."

Examples :

1. The surgery on his knee permit him to walk again .

2. A fresh train line to enable easier contact to the stadium .

3. Capitals that will enable construction of new schools .

4. The director has been a great guide and I'm grateful for the places , he's
enable me to go .

So, the researcher is motivating to investigate those examples are the following
summits :

A. The grammatical subjects show either behavior with implied agents (
Surgeon's action , donor's giving funds , engineer building a train lines ) ,
or agent with implied activity ( the director's advice enable me to go places
).

B. The subject of the to — infinitive object complement sentence is conscious (
him, me).

C. The express object in examples (24 ) and (25 ) ( " access , construction ")
signify activities with obscure agents : a new train line to enable people to
access the stadium ; funds that will enable investors to construct a new
school.

These lines are measured a functional examples to appreciate the concept of "
Complex Schemata " . It is consisting of elimination of restraint in gift . For
example , ( 23 ) the tolerant has not the ability to walk because of the surgery is "
BLOCKAGE " in his knee and regained the ability to walk again . So , the study is
effort to fill the gap at a vivid representation of complex schema .

The study shows some types of dynamic schemata which can summarized as
follow :
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1. ENABLEMENT : the adverbial symbol of the diagram could have the
following form :

&

Figure (2-4) ENABLEMENT Schema.

According to example ( 23 ) , The researcher has explained by using
ENABLEMENT Schema :

(agent ) memmp ACtIVILY mempp- bDlOCkage removal mp PAtieN! m—)

ability . For example : ( SUrgeon | mmmmp . SUrgery me— . Knee injury removal

For example ( 26 ) directc=——> ( dec=—=—=, blockage =—=—==4l
me —— o places .this sort of verbal interpretation is healthy exemplifying a
complex image schema . ( Johnson 2005, 21)

2. APPROIXMATION : It can be clarified as indication of the control source
objects towards a further objects ( stationary , moving ) requiring any
indicate of realization the target .

® O

Figure (2-5) APPROXIMATION Schema.
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Examples :

5. The train moved toward the main line .

6. One must approach the matter with caution .

3. BLOCKAGE : is a period of force schema in which the emotive object is
blocked by another object . The DIVERSION ( ' redirection ') schema is a
departure of BLOCKAGE Schema . ( Johnson ,1987,45)

o= N ¥@

Figure (2-6) BLOCKAGE and DIVERSION Schema .

The concept of the BLOCKAGE schema is to point out that mass of the jamming
object must be liked to end the affecting object , or if the masses are the equal , the
‘counter — velocity " must be the same . In the DIVERSION schema , the position of
call has to be different from 90 degrees .

Examples :

7. He stood up , stalling her escape .

8. The management tried to block an agreement on farm subsidies.

9. The gunshot ricocheted off a rock .

10. Arguments of love are recoiling all over the places .

4. COUNTERFORCE : can be cleared by OED as " A force temporary in
conflict to another contrary , differing , or opposing force . " Johnson ( 1987
, 46 ) describes COUNTERFORCE in a more poetic way : " Here , two
similarly strong , vicious , and determined force middles [ e.g. Football
linemen ] crash face — to — face , with the product that neither can go
anywhere . " the writer only remarks that even with the " Football lineman "
example , the two colliding objects are lost in Johnson's diagram .
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Table (2—-7) COUNTERFORCE Schema .

Examples :

11. Two peripheral trains collided .
12. In his work , Governments and metaphysics .

The study shows to analysis of verses in Coleridge's ( Kubla Khan) which
illustrates the concept image schemata's functions . It has considered an attempt to
embody the schema in romantic poet . It is hoped that theoretical background deal
with earlier can be understand as a cognitive study . The model which has used in
this study . Croft and Cruse ( 2004). Thus, these types will illustrate in the second
part of this papers . i.e , The study begins to analysis S. T . Coleridge's ( Kubla
Khan ) . The procedure has followed in this study by drawing tree- diagram to
show or help for construct perfect image in this study .

4.1. Analysis :

It is unique of the record legendary and most studied English poem. " Kubla
Khan " is a fifty — four — line expressive in three stanza paragraphs . In the
introductory paragraph , the heading character orders that a "stately pleasure —
dome " be constructed in Xanadu. Although plentiful critics haven attempted to
find sources quarter place names charity here by S.T. Coleridge , there is no critical
agreement about the roots or senses of these names .

The song — like , musical chants of " Kubla Khan " effect from masterful
habit iambic tetrameter and irregular rhyme schemes . The first section is printed
In tetrameter with a verse scheme of ABAABCCDEDE blinking between shocked
rhymes and stanzas. The next stanza increases into tetrameter and monitors
uncivilly the same , shape also delayed — ABAABCCDDFFGGHIIHJJ . The third
triplet stays the tetrameter of the third rhymes ABCCBDEDEFGHHG .( e Notes
.com, 2020) .
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The poet permits to the readers to construct perfect mental image by using
Image schemata and metaphors in poetic component . The poets says :

" Or, avision in a dream . A fragment .
In Xanadu did Kubla Khan
A stately pleasure — dome decree :

Where Alph , the scared river , ran
Through caverns measureless to man
Down to a sunless sea .

So twice five miles of fertile ground ;

With walls and towers were girdled round ;
And there were gardens bright with sinuous rills ,
Where blossomed many an incense — bearing tree ;
And here were forests ancient as the hills ,
Enfolding sunny spots greenery .

In first four lines from the poem " Kubla Khan ", the poet Samuel Taylor
Coleridge who has impacted from opium . He narrates how Kubla Khan ordered a
stately pleasure house " palace " to build and what has been subsequently done to
get it build . The Mongolian leader has ordered the erection of a magnificent
pleasure place on the banks of the scared river " Alph "' .

By using image schemata , the researcher will try to draw a useful model , that
can the reader begin to imagine the place . The figure asserts this view as show :

Image Schemata
/ " Kubla — Khan's palace " \
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Center - _
Penphery Verba!b. (ran)
Whol

Dream /
Fragment I " A stately pleasure

dome

Metaphor : ( hauntingly beaut

Balance <

Figure (4 — 1) Image Schemata and Metaphors of ** Kubla — Khan's
Palace "

Through the tree — diagram , the researcher improves to embody the poet's
thoughts . The poet has used his imagination to change into fancy form . He is
extended to a wider mind by clarifying the details of the Mongolian leader's palace
, @s a mental image has been become more complicated and complex .

Coleridge uses metaphor in " A stately pleasure dome " to compare with
haunting beautiful ( fantasy place ) , that there is end to happiness and the
wonderful . The poem's heading prefigures the subject of talent as an limitless
search of textbook appearance .

Coleridge shows in his poem " a fragments " in a appreciation of its
restrictions. The reference to the ™ vision in a dream " refers both the
circumstances of Coleridge's structure of the poem as well as the arrangement of
the poem's history : a dream like description of Xanadu is followed by a restless
reproduction . ( www.owleyes.org/text/Kubla - Khan /analysis /imagery/2020).
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The second forth section emphasizes that , this scared river " Alph" which
has permitted alternative for a long space through un comprehensible caves into
sea where the waves of the sun could no breach. The poet illustrates " cravens
measureless " as imagery to drop in all life activities .

g
E
H

Metaphorically , the poet uses to lose the faith in God , because the sheer "
sea " compare to " life " and " sunless " return to " God" . The poet declares his
suffering from to take potion of opium .The figure has contained the description of
Kubla — Khan's castle by using cognitive models to complete the poet's view as :

Image Schemata

" Kubla - Khan's
Palace "

! U
P c I b t
Path Kubla — Khan's - splitting Cycle | objec

Palace \l/
l

Verbal¢: (girdled )l metaihor . ( no|faith)

Twice five
miles fertile
grounds
Vv
Q Metaphor : ( sad life) .

Figure (4 —2) Image Schemata and Metaphors of ** Kubla — Khan's Palace *.

Caverns

meaciirelec
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5.1. Conclusions :

The study has been concluded that image schema is mental aspect. It can be
created and structured through the individual's experiences ; the more experiences ,
the better understanding . This means that if an experience a lot of , she\ he can
have more image schemas in his memory. The study has presented a beautiful
model for drawing and analyzing the semantic concept of image schemas in
cognitive component .It helps the translators to give accurate translation for the
meaning of image schemata ( force schema ) in metaphoric component by
analyzing Coleridge's poem ( Kubla Khan ) .The study has considered an explicit
acknowledgement theory .The Analyses of the mental image of the meaning of *
Force schema " which has differed from to another , and this indicates the
clearness and power of significance for recounting the vocabulary in this romantic
poem .

5.2. Findings :

The study shows accurate form to comprehend all the definitions and
observations found in the most linguistic texts. The study has been finding , the
origin of theory which has rooted in the vocabulary to show the concept of image
schemata in extensive and ambiguous way .It has illustrated the description or the
graph of theory clearly to know the analysis of Coleridge's " Kubla Khan " as a
cognitive perspective study .

5.3. Recommendations :

The study has been recommended to make more useful analysis in many
literature fields by using image schemata.
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Abstract
The study aimed to know the relationship between Personality Traits,
(Neuroticism, Extraversion, and Openness to Experience, Agreeableness, and
Conscientiousness), and Scholastic Adjustment, among the students of University
of Gezira”
The population compsed of (19927) students, (all the sectors of the university), and
the sample consisted of (525) students, represented (26%) of the population¢
distributed according to the study variables as: (gender < specialization, residence).
The researchers applied (Personality Traits,& Scholastic adjustment). Correlative
descriptive method used. For data analysis, the researchers used (SPSS). The study
came to the following results: There is a positive correlative relation between
Personality Traits, and Scholastic Adjustment, and there are no significant
statistical differences in the average scores of the students in the two veriables,
Personality Trait, and Scholastic Adjustment related to: (gender, specialization,
residence). On the light of these results the researchers recommended, to
concentrate on the programs related to psychological adjustment, and academic
achievement.
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Abstract

The study aimed to knew Socioeconomic effects which influence seriously on the
acquisition process in secondary school in damazin and How achievement the
social stability and families interconnection are the most factors that reflect on
students leering acquisitions the study used the following method (historical |,
descriptive statistical analysis, interview , observation and the questionnaires for
data collection ) , the sample of the study were (70) students (M/F), the data were
analyzed by the (SPSS) program , the study come with the following results: good
family economic standard contributes positively o academic achievement familys
social aspects such as culture , traditions and habits affects the process of
acquisition ,parents level of education and culture help in the learning acquisition
to their children, the use of children to increase family income weakens the level
of acquisition to them , the role of social system in the area contribution in the
process of acquisition , the tradition and customs of the tribes in the area of study
affect academic achievement , the study recommend the following treating : the
economic and social aspects in the area participating with parents in the
educational councils in schools administration , looking after schools environment
and initializing it to contribute in the academic achievement, dis charging parents
to their children according to the calendar without relaying on them to fill the gap
financially , activating parent’s councils to practice their roles effectively toward
the people in the area of study.

Key word: economic standard <academic achievement <students
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Abstract

M.A. Almahdi, the greatest leader of the Mahdist Revolution, had struggled
strongly against the Turkish colony in Sudan. he used psychological war against
them; by declaring that the Mahdist army was very strong with unlimited military
ammunitions. He planned to use that propaganda as a strategic policy not on
tactical basis only, to serve his goals. That policy gained admiration of Islamic as
well as non-Islamic worlds, wondering how such a leader, emerging form a poor

country defeated the Greatest Turkish strong empire.
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Using Group Work as technique in EFL Classrooms
A Case Study at Secondary Schools, ALhassihisa Locality, Gezira State,
Sudan
Maaza Bakhet Elsiddig

Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the effect of group work in teaching EFL classes.
Show the role of group work in motivating and interacting EFL students. The study
used descriptive analytical method. A questionnaire was used as a tool for data
collection. The sample of the study consists of (50) EFL teachers from secondary
schools. The data analysis by using (SPSS) program. The study found that: Group
work helps students and teachers to fill the gap between input and output.
Grouping give students chance to have a small piece of reality in their classes by
negotiating, it also enhances students- students interaction. group work make the
lesson enjoyable .The study, recommended: Teachers who are qualified to teach
English must have received a relevant training and qualification in English. Group
work activity should be used in EFL classes to promote students attitude towards
learning English. Teachers should motivate the students to learn better English in a
better way.
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Background
For many years English teachers have been using a variety of techniques to
encourage interaction and participation among learners. One of the most common
activities that teachers do is groupings as Kramsch (1992:17) says speaking a
language means more than referring to the world, it also means relating to one’s
interlocutor. It is through the interaction with this social group that the language is
used and learned, and the group is given a social identity and a social reality. No
one can deny that learners like to work in groups, and if they do a good job, the
benefits are many. However, due to the overuse of groupings, EFL teachers
sometimes lose track of what working in groups really means. This paper intends
to provide a general overview of group work, advantages and disadvantages of
group work, some group activities, the process to have successful group work, and
finally, some creative ideas for groupings.
1.Statment of the Problems
Most of EFL students find difficulty to make maximum use of the language. This
problem has great impact on learning process and almost near them sees to where
negative influences. This study will investigate that how using of group work will
enhance EFL learners attitudes towards learning English language.
2.0Dbjectives of the Study
This stud aims to:

1.Ingestigate the effect of grouping in teaching EFL class?

124 Maaza Bakhet Elsiddig ,Using Group Work as technique in EFL Classrooms A Case Study at
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2. Show the role of grouping in motivating and interacting EFL students.
3.Questions of the Study

This study try to answer the following questions:

1. To what extent grouping affect on teaching EFL class?

2. What is the role of grouping in motivating and interacting EFL students?

4. Hypotheses of the Study

1. Grouping effect on teaching EFL class.

2.Grouping motivating and interacting EFL students.

5.Significance of the Study

This study is expected to be of great value and important to teachers and students
in all levels, and to all who study English as foreign language, because it discusses
one of the essential topics. Which are the grouping techniques needed for teaching
in EFL Class. The study will also be of great importance for syllabus designers
and all those who are interested in the field of teaching EFL.

1.6 Methodology of the study

The researcher will use the descriptive analytical method. A questionnaire will be
used as a tool for collecting data. The sample of the study is 30 teachers at
AlLhasshisa Locality. The data will be analyzed by means of SPSS (Statistical
Package for Social Science.) program.

1.7 Limits of the Study

This study is limited to " Using Grouping a s a techniques In An EFL Classroom.
The Study will be carried out in 2020..

1.Definition of group work

It is important to start by defining what group work is. According to Brown, (2001)
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it [ group work] is a generic term covering a multiplicity of techniques in which
two or more students are assigned a task that involves collaboration and self
initiated language. It implies small group work, that is, students in groups of
perhaps six or fewer. Three important aspects should be highlighted in this
definition. The first one is collaboration. Students have to work together for the
completion of the task. All the members of the group are like the pieces of a
machine, if one does not work well, a malfunction may occur. Obviously, for lazy
or irresponsible students, this is not a problem because the other members will take
over and will make the machine work somehow. But real cooperation in group
work occurs when everyone is aware of his/her responsibility and role and
commits himself/herself to accomplish it in the best way possible. Kagan

(1994:10) affirms that

“division of labor is often established by assigning
task roles (Student One is to research the historical
character’s early life; Student Two, his inventions,;
Student Three, his married family life; Student Four,
his major inventions) or maintenance roles (Student
One, you are the Materials Monitor; Student Two,

you are the Quiet Captain; Studen.

Of course, all the members work together, discuss, come out with new ideas,
changecertain things, but if one does not comply with his/her role, the work is
paralyzed. Also, rolesare changed within the group every time a new task is
assigned; in this way, everybody will have a different responsibility each time a

new group work is assigned. This is what Kagan(1994:7) calls

interdependency: “the success of every team member
depends on the success ofeach member (if one fails, all
126 Maaza Bakhet Elsiddig ,Using Group Work as technique in EFL Classrooms A Case Study at
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do), then a very strong form of positive interdependence
iscreated and team members are very motivated to make

sure each student does well” .

At first, roles can be assigned by the teacher, but later on, as students get better
trained onsuccessful group work, they can be responsible for assigning roles
themselves. The second and third aspects in Brown’s definition are very related.
Self initiated language refers to students using what they know and have learned in
class to communicate with others in the classroom. In order to do this, the groups
have to be small, as Brown previously suggests six students or fewer. In very big
groups, shy or passive students tend to fall in silence and let the most talkative
ones do the talking. Nunan (1999:157) also points out that one of the classroom
variables that has had a marked effect on student participation in oral activities has
been group size. Students who remain silent in groups of ten or more will
contribute actively to discussions when the size of the group is reduced to five or
Three.

2. Advantages of group work

Once group work has been defined, it is important to analyze why EFL teachers
use group work. Group work is not just a time-filler, or a thoughtless activity that
teachers sometimes use for checking pending papers or extra assignments. Group
work should not be used as class time for teachers to read, to rest, to prepare other
classes, or just to imitate other teachers that are using group work without really
understanding what that is and entails. The real purpose of working in groups in
EFL class goes beyond the actual command: “Get in a group, please, and answer

the following questions,” which, in most of the cases, turns out to be individual

127 Maaza Bakhet Elsiddig ,Using Group Work as technique in EFL Classrooms A Case Study at
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work. Brown (2001) and Harmer (2003) pinpoint the following principles in which
group work is grounded:

1. Students’ processing language moves from units and pieces to more complex
sentence structures faster and spontancously. “Overanalyzing language, thinking
much about itsforms, and consciously lingering on rules of language all tend to
impede this graduationto automaticity” (Brown, 2001, p.56). The key element here
is fluency over accuracy.

2. Group work gives students more chance to interact and use the target language
more freely. Instead of just having a few seconds to talk in teacher-fronted classes,
students can participate longer in a small group and feel more confident to give
their opinions and even make mistakes when just three or four classmates are
looking at them. Brown (2001:178) states that

“small groups provide opportunities for student
initiation, forface-to-face give and take, for practice [
sic ] negotiation of meaning, and for extended
conversational exchanges, and for students adoption of

roles that would otherwise be impossible”

3. Language learning is much more meaningful. Instead of memorizing and/or
drilling, students use language to talk about something that is appealing,
contextualized and relevant to them. “Meaningful learning will lead toward better
long-term retention thanrote learning” (Brown, 2001:.57). Group work creates a
positive atmosphere in the sense that some students will not feelvulnerable to
public display that may cause rejection or criticism. It is totally true that shy or low
risk-taker students feel much more confident working in small groups than in

teacher-fronted classes. It is difficult to hide in small groups.
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4. Learner’s responsibility and autonomy are encouraged through group work.
“The small group becomes a community of learners cooperating with each other in
pursuit of common goals” (Brown, 2001, p. 178). Students are not constantly
relying on theteacher to complete their tasks. They learn that they can complete an
activitysuccessfully with the help of other classmates or by themselves.

5. Group work supports and reinforces the application of the multiple intelligences
theory in which learners make use of their individual abilities to accomplish a task.
In this way, learners can participate by doing what they like or are very good at, for
example, drawing, writing, reporting, among others.

6. By using group work the teacher has the opportunity to teach turn-taking
mechanisms. As Kramsch (1992:22) suggests teaching students how to take turns,
as easy as this might seem, requires teaching a number of skills that are not
automatically transferred from the mothertongue such as to tolerate silences, to
direct gaze to addressees, to make use of floor-taking gambits, and to take longer
turns .

3. Disadvantages of group work

As everything in teaching, group work has also disadvantages that are important to
explore. The first drawback relates to noise. Obviously, students speak all at once
trying to accomplish their task, and this causes noise that may bother other
colleagues. But as Doff (1991:141) states “the noise created by group work is
usually “good” noise since students areusing English and are engaged in a
learning task. What a teacher can do to solve the “noise problem” is to make
students aware that they do not need to shout to be heard and this will help to keep

noise a at moderate level. Another negative aspect of group work is the fact that
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some teachers may lose control of the class or have difficulties controlling the
class, especially what concerns to discipline.

However, even if students are working in small groups and are in charge of the
completion ofa task, the teacher is still the director and manager of the class and
needs to make students aware of this. Doff (1991) highlights that in order “to stop
activities getting out of control, it is important to give clear instructions, to give
clear defined tasks and to set up a routine so that the students exactly know how
and what to do” (p. 142). If a teacher circulates around the class to clarify doubts
and to monitor what students are doing, there is no reason for losing control of the
class. The use of native language and lack of correction of mistakes represent
another dislikable feature of group work. This is true even in teacher-fronted
classes. Students make use of any opportunity to switch to their native language.
To avoid this, Brown (2001:180) suggests “to encourage students to practice using
the target language in face-to-face contexts and to make them aware of the
importance of some real uses for English in their own lives” . When working in
groups, students are surely going to make mistakes. But as Brown points out
(2001:181)

“errors are a necessary manifestation of inter language
development, and we do well not to become obsessed
with their constant correction. Well managed group
work can encourage spontaneous peer feedback on

errors within the small group itself”

We, teachers, are facilitators and guides, not police officers to stand behind our
students’ backs in order to correct everything they say or do. Nowadays, language
teaching is heading towards autonomous learning not towards dependent learning.

4. Group work activities
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Penny Ur in her book Discussions that Work presents a very good list of group
activities that language teachers can incorporate in their classes. In this section the
reader will find a list taken from Ur with some other activities practiced .The list
includes activities like:

1.Discussions

2.Debates

3.Problem-Solving Situations

4.Simulations / Role Plays

5.News Forecast

4.Dramatization

5.Creation Of A Survey Or Interview

6.Information Gap Activities / Jigsaws

7.Board Games And Concentration Games

8.Writing A Classified Ad, An Obituary, A Letter To The Editor

9.Projects (Collages, Advertisements, Fund Raising Campaings To

Obviously, the selection of these activities will highly depend on the topic being
studied,the level of the students, the dynamic of the group and the class time. It is
also important to remember that choosing one of the activities above entails a great
deal of work for the teacher since s/he needs to find an appealing content, to make
a good connection between the content of the activity and the topic of the unit, to
write clear instructions, to think aboutuseful expressions for students to carry out
the task, and finally, to define the roles of each team member, making sure students
have equal responsibilities. All these steps will be clearly developed in the
following section.

5.Planning group work
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In order to get successful group work in foreign language classes, Brown (2001)
suggests a series of steps in which the teacher should always

1. Introduce The Technique: Students need a clear explanation of the activity
they will carry out. Learners must know the topic, the number of members they
will work with, the time allotted to make the activity, what their responsibilities
are, the points they will obtain once the activity is finished, among others.

2. Model The Technique: Once students have an idea of what they are supposed
to do, the teacher should model or exemplify what students will do, if possible.
Tasks like debates, discussions, or problem-solving situations cannot be modeled
entirely, but at least it is the instructor’s responsibility to make the main
characteristics clear to students.

3. Give Explicit Instructions: Restating what Doff mentions before, instructions
must be crystal-clear. They should be short, precise, and with simple words. If an
instruction contains several steps, the teacher should highlight those steps by using
roman numerals, letters, or numbers bold-faced and with a readable font size. In
this way, students will notice the different parts of the activity, and the way they
should complete it.

4.Divide The Class Into Groups: It is a good idea to use a variety of grouping
techniques to make students work with different people every time a new activity
Is assigned. Some ideas of grouping techniques will be presented at the end of this
article.

5. Assign Roles: Even though students know their own abilities very well and can
assignthemselves their own roles, it would be a good idea if the teacher can say

what every member of the group is responsible for. In this way lazy or
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irresponsible students would be forced to work hard and to participate as much as
the other team members.

6. Grouping techniques

Throughout years of teaching experience, | have noticed that language teachers
make use of just a few ways of grouping students. One of the most common
techniques is by giving numbers to students and then grouping them according to
their numbers. Another one, which | consider the easiest one, is by asking students
to get in trios or fours. | do not particularly see anything wrong with this; however,
students love to group with their soul mates, and many times this turns out to be
very disturbing and annoying.

In order to introduce a little bit of variety in the classroom and to group students at

random, | suggest some techniques that | have created myself. | have also tried
them out and have had very positive results in my English courses. These
techniques are:

1 Postcards / pictures /drawings. Take a postcard, picture or drawing and cut it in
pieces with different shapes as to form a puzzle. The number of pieces will depend
on the number of members wanted in the group. Also, the quantity of postcards,
pictures or drawings will depend on the number of groups to be formed. Ask
students to take one piece of the puzzle, to stand up and to look for the rest of the
pieces to form the puzzle back together. Once the students have put all the pieces
together, they will form a group.

2. Pictures / drawings. If cutting and forming puzzles is too troublesome, just
look for pictures or drawings that belong to the same category. For example, try to
find pictures of birds, cats, butterflies, bears, cars, volcanoes, rivers, trees, etc. Ask

students to take one picture and group with the other two or three that have the
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same picture category. A variation of this activity can be done with chocolates or
candies in which students have to group according to the kind of chocolate or
candy they have. Although this activity may sound childish, grownups and adults
love it, and they indeed have fun looking for their partners.

3. Words closely related in meaning (synonyms / antonyms). Look for words
that have been previously explained and studied in class and use them as a
grouping technique. Synonyms or antonyms can either be used. Give each student
a piece of paper with the word written down and ask him/her to stand up and look
for two or three synonyms or antonyms of the word he/she has. Once the student
has found his two or three partners, they sit down and start working on the
assigned task.

5.Subtopics or subtitles. Longer readings can also help to form groups and to
avoid having troublemakers sitting together in the same group. It is a good idea to
choose readings that preferably contain subtitles or subtopics. Just prepare small
slips of paper with the subtopics or subtitles of the reading. If you want groups of
four, you will write one subtopic on four slips of paper and students with that
subtopic will have to sit and work together. Once groups are formed, students will
have to answer some questions about the subtopic used to group them together, to
explain the main ideas of that subtopic, and to prepare a short presentation about
that subtopic to the rest of the class. In this way, all groups will be presenting
something different and they will have to pay attention to their classmates to make
sense of the complete reading. By doing this activity, the teacher will change the
dynamics of the class by allowing students to present the reading, instead of having
a teacher-fronted discussion, and will give all students the opportunity to say

something about the reading. One important aspect that teachers have to remember
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when putting these ideas into practice is that everything teachers use as grouping
techniques has to be previously studied and explained during class time. It would
be a total failure if teachers use words, concepts, or expressions to group students
If they do not know what they mean. The main idea of these grouping techniques is
not just grouping students, but reviewing language aspects creatively.

3. Methodology of the Study

This part of the study is intended to procedures adopted to conduct the study:
sampling, tools of collection.

3.1 The Population

The population of this study are of teachers how mange of secondary school in
Gezira State — EL-hassahisa Locality.

3.2 Sample of the Study

The sample of the study consists of (30) an EFL teacher has been selected from
randomly from secondary school in Gezira State — EL-hassahisa locality.

The toll of the Study

The study used the questionnaire as a tool for collecting data . It composed of 5
statements for the sample . Each statement has three options for correcting, they
are : agree , to some extent , disagree . This tool will be analyzed statistically
with( SPSS) Statistical Package for Social; Science Programme

4.0 Data Analysis and Discussion

Table (4.1) teacher always use grouping in teaching English
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Options Frequency Percent

Agree

g 46 92.0
T

0 some extent 1 20
Disagree

g 3 6.0
Total
50 100.0

The statistical analyses of statement (1) in table and diagram (4.1) show that (92
%) of the respondents agree. (2%) of the sample choose the answer to some extent

and (6%) disagree. Thus the statement is accepted.

Table(2) Using grouping activities improve EFL language skill

Options Frequency Percent
Agree 36 72.0
To some extent 10 20.0
Disagree 4 8.0
Total 50 100.0

The statistical analyses of statement (2) show that (72 %) of the respondents agree.
(20%) of the sample choose the answer to some extent and (8%) disagree that,
Using grouping activities improving EFL language skill . Thus the statement is

accepted.
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Table (3) group work activities need to be modified and elaborated to give learners
opportunities to make more practice of English language

The above table show that, (76 %) of the respondents agree with the statement, (8
%) of the sample’s answer to some extent and (16%) of the sample disagree with

the statement, therefore the statement is accepted.

Table (4) group work
aCthlty Options Frequency Percent enhanci ng
students’ Agree 38 760 | Interaction
and To some extent 4 80| motivation
Disagree 8 16.0
Total 50 100.0
Options Frequency Percent
Agree 36 72.0
To some extent 9 18.0
Disagree 5 10.0
Total 50 100.0
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The statistical analyses of statement show that (72 %) of the respondents agree.
(18%) of the sample choose the answer to some extent and (10%) disagree. Thus

the statement is accepted.

Table (5) Group work helps students and teachers to fill the gap between
input and output

Options Frequency Percent
Agree 42 84.0
To some extent 8.0
Disagree 8.0
Total 50 100.0

Table (5) show that, (84 %) of the respondents agree with the statement, (8
%) of the sample’s answer to some extent and (8%) of the sample disagree with the
statement, therefore the statement is accepted.

Table (6) Group and pair work techniques enhancing learners oral skill

Options Frequency Percent
Agree 38 76.0
To some extent 9 180
Disagree 3 6.0
Total 50 100.0

Table (6) show that, (76 %) of the respondents agree thatGroup and pair work
techniques enhancing learners speaking skill,(18 %) of the sample to some extent and

(6%) disagree with the statement. Therefore the statement is accepted.
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Conclusion

One of the main aspects that human beings have to learn to deal with as they grow
up and participate in society is to work in groups. As language teachers, we cannot
leave this aspect aside; on the contrary, we have to incorporate it in our classes and
teach students to get the best out of it. Despite the great intentions of teachers to
make students talk and participate more in foreign language classes, they
sometimes fall short of their goal because of time constraints and fall into the
routine of teacher-fronted classes.

Findings

1. traditional forms of classroom interaction need to be reassessed in the light of
the new language to help learners move from institutional productivity to
productive conviviality.

2. Group work helps students and teachers to fill the gap between input and output.
3. Grouping give students chance to have a small piece of reality in their classes by
negotiating, turn-taking, suggesting, and getting to a final result.

4. Grouping enhancing students- students’ interaction.

5. Group work makes the lesson enjoyable.

6. Using grouping techniques in teaching enhance EFL students’ language skills.
Recommendations

1. Teachers who are qualified to teach English must have received a relevant
training and qualification in English.

2. Group work activity should be used in EFL class to promote students attitude

toward learning English.
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3. Teachers must use ICT s during teaching English to make the lessons more

enjoyable.

4. Teachers should motivate the students to learn better English, by highlighting its

importance as they need English for getting employment purpose in future.
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Abstract:

The study aims at examining the use of vague language and weak
epistemic modality in Edgar Allan Poe's” The Tell-Tale Heart. The main
objective of the study is to analyze the use of vague expressions and
weak epistemic modality by the writer and how that has contributed to
the characterization and the undercurrent meaning of uncertainty in the
tale. The analytical method is used where the data is collected by reading
the text to collect words, phrases. The data is tabulated analyzed, and
conclusions have been drawn. The findings of the study show that the
use of vague language and weak epistemic modality help in reflecting
the mental status of the narrator's and in creating the atmosphere of

mystery and uncertainty.
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Introduction

Researchers have looked at every aspect of Edgar Allan Poe including
his personal life, his short stories and poems, his essays and any meaning which
might lie within them. Critics and researchers know that to fully comprehend the
stories of Poe, the surface narrative must be penetrated and the undercurrent of
meaning revealed. This study is a modest attempt to reveal some aspects of that
undercurrent meaning through examining the use of vague language. The
hypothesis upon which the study is based is that understanding the nature and role

of vagueness in his stories is helpful in understanding the stories themselves.

‘Vague language’ is a broad term that is hard to define because of the vague
nature of language itself, but it can be referred to as the imprecise or unclear use of
language. Macmillan Dictionary defines vague language as a” Language that is
not precise and therefore allows speakers not to commit themselves or not to sound
too definite.” We use vague language if we are not sure about the details of
something, to speak informally, or to save time. Sometimes being very factual can
sound too direct in speaking, hence we add vague expressions to make it more
friendly. There is a common assumption that imprecise and vague language should

be avoided whenever possible. However, for several linguists, precise language is
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not necessarily more efficient than vague language and vagueness could be a

positive feature of human language.

Although vagueness permeates all our thought and talk, it is hard to know
what the nature of vagueness is and when is it desirable to use it. A look at The
Oxford English Dictionary shows that vagueness is used in relation to ideas,
sentences, statements, and individual words or phrases. According to The Oxford
English Dictionary, the word 'vague' applies to words and phrases whose meaning
IS not "precise or exact in meaning." On the other hand, Hempel makes it clear that
"no term of any interpreted language is definitely free from vagueness” (Black
249). Bertrand Russell states:

You all know that | invented a special language with a view to
avoiding vagueness, but unfortunately it is unsuited for public
occasions. | shall therefore, though regretfully, address you in
English, and whatever vagueness is to be found in my words must
be attributed to our ancestors for not having been predominantly
interested in logic.
Moreover, Russell insists that language should be subjected to specific scientific
standards.
The positive re-evaluation of vagueness culminates in Wittgenstein’s
definition of language as necessarily vague. Thus, the vagueness of language is a
given thing. While there are a lot of words that cannot be said to be vague words

such as "table" or "chair," they can perhaps be easily said to be "vague" in a
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broader sense in relation to science or philosophy. To decide whether the word is

vague or not depends on the specific use of the word.

Clarity and vagueness coexist in all types of discourse. Wherever and
whenever vague language is used, it provides an astonishing variety of options for
varying the meanings that can be exchanged in all kinds of discourses and
contexts. Vague language can be used one of the following purposes: politeness,
informality, classification, Conceptual gaps, expressing uncertainty, avoiding
controversy, and to achieve successful and cooperative communication. Stubbs
(1996: 202) places ‘vagueness and lack of commitment’ in opposition with
‘certainty and commitment’, and so ‘vagueness’ is equated with uncertainty.
Interestingly, while terminology differs, the realizations of vagueness are more
consistent across the various studies. Vagueness should be read not as a defect but
as a defining quality of modern spoken and written language. Vagueness exists
everywhere and becomes a thriving topic in contemporary philosophy, linguistics,
literature, and logic. It is not a negative feature of language but rather a very great
strength when it is used appositely in the right way, right time and right context.
Scholars are still exploring the potential that lies within vague language for subtle
variations in its desirable use. Vague language makes assertion fuzzy or hedge
them by allowing speakers down tone what they are communicating. It is desirable
to use it when the speaker does not want to appear as being too direct or unduly
assertive or authoritative.

As far as literature is concerned, vagueness is a vital feature in literature in

which writers let vagueness penetrate the dialogue, the characters, and the themes.
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Rather than endeavouring to do without vagueness, fiction "may probe vagueness
as the best way to examine psychological depth, to depict sexual indeterminacy, or
to register disenchantment with the capitalist, bourgeois, and symbolic status quo
while still existing within those systems.™ (William 338).

Vague Language is a desirable device in all types of literary discourse
poetry, fiction, and drama. The present study focuses on the mysterious short story
of Edgar Allan Poe. His stories were written according to his perception of the
short story as a literary genre. He said that a tale should try to achieve ‘a creation
unique of single effect,” and that every word and every action should contribute to
the working out of this ‘one pre-established design. In his stories, Poe succeeded in
combining form and content to produce that " single effect”. Even the use of vague
language, as this study will show, contributed to the achievement of that single
effect.

The second important term used in the study is weak epistemic modality.
Epistemic modality refers to "the use of modality which is based on the speaker’s
evaluation and judgment in relation to the degree of confidence of the knowledge
on the proposition."( Suhadi, 178)Epistemic modality refers to the degree of
certainty in the truth of the speaker’s utterance in cases where the speaker is little
sure of it. Weak epistemic modality can be used through weak epistemic modal
verbs such as 'may' 'might' 'could’, semi-modal verbs like 'seem' ‘appear' or verbs
that assume a modal function such as verbs of thinking 'assume' 'think' and
'suppose’. Weak epistemic adjectives include possible, vague and uncertain. weak

epistemic adverbs such as probably, perhaps, possibly. There are also weak
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epistemic nouns such as uncertainty, possibility and doubt. The main function of

these epistemic words is to convey a sense of uncertainty.

Objectives of the Study
The most important objective of this study is to make a modest

contribution to the field of vague language and its use in literary works. This study
focuses on the use of vague language in the story and its contribution to the
content. Through focusing on one of the world's most complex who wrote tales of
mystery and the macabre. The study tries to answer the following questions:

- How does Edgar Allan Poe use vague language in his stories?

- What are the functions of vague expressions that he has used?

- How does the use of vague language contribute to the characterization

and the overall meaning of the tales?
- How does the use of weak epistemic modality contribute to the sense of

uncertainty in the tale and reflects the mental state of the narrator?

Significance of the Study

Many studies have been carried out on the story including thematic, stylistic,
semantic analyses. Vagueness in language is a relatively new area of research. The
focus of researcher has been on its use in spoken language, media discourse, and

political discourse. Generally speaking, an expression is pragmatically vague when
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it Ieaes some of the semantic features unspecified or unclear. The appropriateness
of vagueness differs from one text to the other. The significance of the study is that
it is @ modest attempt to reveal some aspects of that undercurrent meaning through
examining vague and weak epistemic words. Understanding the nature and role of

words in the story is critical to an understanding of the story itself.
Methodology

The research is theoretical, and analytical in nature and based on library materials.
The procedure of data analysis is based on close reading and text analysis. The data
of this study were taken from words, phrases and sentences in the short story. They
were collected by reading the stories and identifying vague expressions used by the
writer. The data were analyzed through the following steps: underline the types

found, tabulating, interpreting and drawing conclusions.
Literature Review

Yufang Ho (2010) in "Stylistics and Its Relevance to the Study of
Literature: Edgar Allan Poe’s "The Tell-Tale Heart" as an Illustration”, introduces
a stylistic analytical approach to the study of the story. He explores how readers
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intert with the language of the story, i.e. how they understand and are affected by
the text when they read it. The study shows how Edgar Allan Poe's short story”
The Tell-Tale Heart” is used as an example and demonstration of how the sense
of” terror” is conveyed through the language and how readers are affected
accordingly. Shamaila Amir (2018)."Stylistic Analysis of the Short Story
"The Tell-Tale Heart "by Edgar Allan Poe" used stylistic analysis as a
methodology to understand the text as well as its content and how language works
within the text. The focus is on discussing the literary and rhetorical devices used
in detail. The paper concludes that the author in The Tell-Tale Heart has used
literary and rhetorical devices extensively to prove insanity, obsession, guilt,

tension and other recurring themes of story.

Rostina Nina & Asri Mulandari, (2018) in "Analysis of Edgar Allan Poe's
The Tell-Tale Heart based on Speech Act Theory" examine the story based on
speech act which consists of categories; representatives, directives, expressive,
commissive, and declaratives. The study focused on representative speech act. This
concerns fictional character of this story as a narrator who expresses his belief
toward the situation he faced. A total of 128 utterances are analyzed and divided

into categories of asserting, boasting, stating, claiming, informing, complaining,
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critiiing, concluding, reporting, describing, suggesting, swearing, and denying.
The results of this study have revealed that 39% representative speech acts of
reporting category are the most frequently used in the short story while the least
including criticizing with 1%. The study concludes that the story is the perfect
example of picturing representative speech act. Shen, D. (2008). Edgar Allan Poe's
Aesthetic Theory, the Insanity Debate, and the Ethically Oriented Dynamics of
“The Tell-Tale Heart”, examines the aesthetic theory, the insanity debate and the
ethically oriented dynamics in Edgar Allan Poe's mystery short story. The author
argues that Poe's aesthetic conception of the subject matter of poetry is attributed to
poetry's peculiar generic characteristics not shared by prose fiction and treats the
tale's subject matter as different in nature from that of poetry. He shows that in
"The Tell-Tale Heart," a characteristic interaction is combined with a structurally
unified dramatic irony, an implicit moral and the historical insanity defense

controversy.

B. Zimmerman's "Frantic Forensic Oratory: Poe's “The Tell-Tale Heart”
(2001) focuses on the language in the story . While usually read as a confession,
the story can be seen more accurately as a defense—a specimen of forensic

oratory. The narrator employs four of the six parts of a classical speech. His
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exorum (introduction) attempts to condition the audience through praeparatio and
a friendly concession (paromologia) as part of his ethical appeal (eunoia). The
second part, the narratio (statement of the case), includes the defendant's
explanation of the actions and their causes through expeditio, aetiologia, and
necessum. Zimmerman believes that the speaker in the story skips the third part of
the classical speech (divisio) but combines the traditional fourth and fifth parts
(confirmatio, refutatio). A central device of this section is paradiastole or narrator's
revaluation of values—a sure sign of his schizophrenic split between thought and
feeling. Zimmerman concludes that Poe presents a fascinating but pathetic
spectacle, a “jarring collocation”: insanity employing principally the Aristotelian

rhetorical appeal to logos (reason) within a classical framework.

Yusuf, Adi. (2018)" Gothic Elements and Psychoanalytic Study in the Tell-
Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe. " presents ‘gothic’ elements and the
psychoanalytic criticism in The Tell-tale Heart. He thinks the narrator underwent
mental disorder; he did violent acts till he committed murder. Using the descriptive
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qualitative method, the study showed that ‘gothic’ elements found in the story are
horror, mystery, and romantic. Yusuf adds that the protagonist gets mental disorder
called “schizophrenia”, categorized as “catatonic”. He experiences the four stages
of hallucinations and delusions: conforting, condemning, controlling, and
conquering which deal with “delusion”, and “hallucination”. Hidalgo Herrero
Blanca "Unmasking the truth: insane narrators in Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-Tale
Heart” and “The Black Cat” is another study dealing with the mental state of the
narrators in two of Poe's stories. The main argument of the article is that the
narrators in both stories are irrational and unstable individuals, even though they
claim they are completely sane. It tries to analyze how both narrators suffer from
‘moral insanity,” as well as how readers can detect the narrators’ derangement

through their behaviours and actions.

Morad Alsahafi, ,(2020)" A Narrative Discourse Analysis of Poe's Short
Story "The Tell-Tale Heart": Implications for Language Teaching” employs
narrative discourse analysis to analyze "The Tell-Tale Heart" by using two
narrative analysis frameworks that focus on the macrostructure (Stein, 1982) and
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micrtructure (Halliday & Hasan, 1976) aspects of the story. Covering the story's
purpose, generic structure, and lexicogrammatical cohesion, the study shows that
the writer follows a series of structural moves and uses a variety of narrative
strategies which contribute to the creation of a well-formed text that has effectively
achieved its purpose and made its intended effect. The present study tries to
analyze the use of vague expressions and weak epistemic modality by the writer to
create the undercurrent meaning of uncertainty in the tale and reveal the mental
state of the narrator. It shows that the use of vague language and weak epistemic
modality help in reflecting the mental status of the narrator's and in creating the

atmosphere of mystery and uncertainty.
Discussion

In The Tell-Tale Heart, Edgar Allan Poe shows his excellence in the use of

language. To provide a study of paranoia and mental deterioration, Poe uses his
words economically. What is remarkable about this story and Poe’s other stories is
his ability to associate form and content. Thus, studying the form of the study and
the use of language enables us to penetrate the undercurrent meaning of the story.
Right from the beginning, Poe conveys that the narrator of the story is not stable
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and that he is experiencing a chaotic state of mind. The narrator of the story uses

several types of vague expressions. The following are examples of the use of

vague expressions in the story (the vague words have been bolded):

135,

"And every night, about midnight, | turned the latch of his door and
opened it — oh, so gently"
"The officers were satisfied. They sat, and while | answered cheerily,
they chatted of familiar things"
" Upon the eighth night | was more than usually cautious in opening the
door."
| was never kinder to the old man than during the whole week before I
killed him

A watch’s minute hand moves no more slowly than did mine.
| talked more freely to get rid of the feeling, but in continued — until, at
length, | found that the noise was not within my ears .

| talked more fluently, and with a heightened voice

But, for many minutes, the heart beat on with a muffled sound.
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- | resolved to open a very little crevice in the lantern, until, at length, a
single dim ray, like the thread of the spider, shot out and fell upon the
vulture eye .

- --the sound would be heard by a neighbour!

- And every night, about midnight, I turned the latch of his door and
opened it --oh so gently!

- They heard! --they suspected! --they knew! --they were making a
mockery of my horror!-this I thought, and this | think.

- | fairly chuckled at the idea; and perhaps he heard me; for he moved on
the bed suddenly, as if startled

- Was it possible they heard not?

Table 1.1 frequency of vague expressions.

No | Type Vague Realization Quantity

expressions

1 | Vague reference Noun Things 3
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2 | Vague additives Approximation = About 1
Adjectives More than 2

Vague implictives Quantifier More 7
Many 4

A little 2

Table 1.1 shows the use of vague expressions in the tale. " Things™ as a vague
reference is used three times. It is considered a vague reference because we do not
know exactly to what it refers. It can refer to a wide range of things. " about” is
used as an approximator once because the speaker can not give us exact time.
"more than" is an example of vague additive because the exact value of the word
that comes after it can not be given. How much more? Quantifiers are also used by
the narrator including' more' ‘'many' and 'little’. More is used 7 times while 'little is
used only two times.
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Table 1.2 Weak epistemic verbs, adverbs and adjectives

Type Expressions guantity
1 | Weak epistemic verbs would 7
could 10
think 6
thought 1
may 1
might 1
2 | Weak epistemic adverbs ' Perhaps 1
3 | Weak epistemic  possible 1
adjectives
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The list features several modal verbs (might, may, could). Central epistemic
modal verbs expressing weak force are may, might and could. ‘May and might' are
widely considered prototypical hedges while might, being the distant counter of
may conveys even weaker epistemic modality and is the most tentative among
modal verbs. 'could’ is the most frequently used in the text (10 times) followed by
‘would' (7 times). ' May' is used one time and so is " might'), The others are lexical
verbs, mostly verbs of thinking (think, thought,) which assume a modal function. '
Think' is used 6 times and 'thought’ only one time. The only weak epistemic adverb
used by Poe is "perhaps”. He used around 43 strong adverbs. A wider range of
weak epistemic verbs was found in the story in comparison to the findings relating
to the corresponding adverbs. The first conclusion from the findings presented in
table 1.2 is that weak epistemic modality is more expressed through verbs than
other parts of speech. The use of these weak epistemic verbs, adverbs and
adjectives is to convey a sense of uncertainty. The narrator might have chosen
them for the purpose of persuasion and sounding convincing, but the reader may in

them another evidence of the narrator's unstable mind.

Conclusion
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The study examined the use of vague language and weak epistemic modality
in Edgar Allan Poe's” The Tell-Tale Heart. It tried to analyze the use of vague
expressions and weak epistemic modality by the writer to create the undercurrent
meaning of uncertainty in the tale and reveal the mental state of the narrator. The
analytical method was used and the data was collected by a close reading of the
text. The study showed that the use of vague language and weak epistemic
modality help in reflecting the mental status of the narrator's and in creating the
atmosphere of mystery and uncertainty. Poe constructed this story in such a way
that the motivation of the narrator remains somewhat ambiguous, but still one may
figure out author's messages through a close study of the words he has used. The
author asserts in no uncertain terms that darkness originates inside the individual.
Understanding the use of vague language and weak epistemic modality in the tale
help us to understand the mental disorder of the narrator that makes him see things
vaguely. Despite his attempt to look confident and certain, the language he used
betrays a sense of uncertainty and doubt. Whether we read the story as a confession
or a defense, there is no doubt that the narrator is not mentally stable. It is this
unstable mental state that makes it difficult for us to be sure whether the use of
vague expressions is a conscious choice on the part of the speaker or a product of

careless thinking or sloppy expression.
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Abstract

The study dealt with the subject of a proposed program to teach reading

skills in Arabic language for non-Arabic speakers electronically and broadcast it
on the internet, and sought to indicate the extent of which could be benefited from
them, in the development of Arabic educational programs and the development of
teaching methods for non-Arabs. The study used the descriptive approach, and
through which addressed the types of reading, its objectives, fields and levels, as
well as some exercises and guidance in its field, and how to develop and modify it.
The study also addressed the difficulties that confront this skill and sought ways of
solving it. The results and recommendations were presented at the end of the study.
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The most important of which was, developing a computer software for Arabic

language skills, and benefit from the European Framework Reference of

Languages.
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